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Curriculum Vitae as of February 2026

Education and Professional History 

Higher Education
	2002
	PhD, History (with Distinction), University of Chicago

	1995
	MA, History, University of Chicago

	1994
	BA, Medieval and Modern History, University of Birmingham, UK



Professional and Academic Positions
	2021- Present
	Professor, History, University of Iowa

	2018 - 2021
	Associate Professor, History, University of Iowa

	2009 - 2018
	Associate Professor, Department of American Studies, University of Iowa

	2003 - 2009
	Assistant Professor, Department of American Studies, University of Iowa

	2002 - 2003
	AAS-National Endowment of the Humanities Postdoctoral Research Fellow, American Antiquarian Society



Honors and Awards
	2025
	Arts & Humanities Initiative grant ($7,469)

	2024
	College Art Association’s Wyeth Foundation for American Art grant

	2023
	University of Iowa publishing subvention

	2019
	University of Iowa publishing subvention

	2014
	Short-term research fellowship at the Winterthur Library (declined)

	2009
	University of Iowa publishing subvention

	2013-14
	NEH Research Fellowship at the New-York Historical Society

	2007-08
	Getty Postdoctoral Fellowship

	2007
	University of Iowa Old Gold Summer Fellowship

	2002-03
	National Endowment of the Humanities Fellowship (for research at the American Antiquarian Society)

	2002
	Distinction for Ph.D. dissertation, University of Chicago

	2001
	Andrew Mellon Dissertation Writing Fellowship

	2000
	Andrew Mellon Summer Research Fellowship, for research at the Huntington Library

	2000
	Von Holst Prize Lectureship, University of Chicago




Publications

Books
	1.
	From the Skyscraper to the Wildflower: C. G. Hine’s 1905 Photographic Survey of New York’s Broadway (Columbia University Press, due out April 2026)


	2.
	Remembrance of Things Present: The Invention of the Time Capsule. (University of Chicago Press, 2019).  
Reviewed in Annals of Iowa, Bookforum, Choice, H-Net Reviews in the Humanities and Social Sciences, and Times Higher Education [UK], Journal of American History, American Literary History, Popular Culture Review.


	3.
	Untimely Ruins: An Archaeology of American Urban Modernity, 1819-1919. (University of Chicago Press, 2009).
Reviewed in Journal of Urban Design; Reviews in American History; American Historical Review; Technology and Culture; Science Fiction Studies.



Edited books
	1.
	Series editor for A Cultural History of Time, in six volumes (Oxford: Bloomsbury, forthcoming 2026)



Refereed Articles
	1.
	““Nation of Carpetbaggers”: Mobility, Materiality, and the Emergence of a Counter-Reconstruction Epithet Journal of American History 108, no. 3 (December 2021), 457-491


	2.
	"“The League of Planets: Professor Albert Porta and the Apocalyptic Panic of December 1919”." History Today 70, no. 1 (2020): 28-41.  


	3.
	"“For the Future Viewer: Salvage Ethnography and Edward Curtis’s “Oath – Apsaroke"." Journal of American Studies, (2019): 1-31.


	4.
	"“‘A Curious Epitome of the Life of the City:’ New York, Broadway, and the Evolution of the Longitudinal View,” Journal of Urban History (17,500 words)." Journal of Urban History (2018) 44, no. 5 (2018): 953-984.  


	5.
	"Posing for Posterity: Portraiture and the Invention of the Time Capsule, 1876." History of Photography 38, no. 4 (2014): 331-355.
  

	6.
	"‘Land of Unfinished Monuments’: The Ruins-in-Reverse of Nineteenth-Century America." American Nineteenth Century History 13, no. 2 (2012): 153-97.  


	7.
	"Utopia or Heterotopia: John Sloan and the ‘Roof Life of the Metropolis'." American Art 25, no. 2 (2011): 14-17.  


	8.
	"Encapsulating the Present: The War of the Classes and the Birth of the Time Capsule, 1876-1901." Winterthur Portfolio 45, no. 1 (2011): 1-28.  


	9.
	"“Echoes of the City: Spacing Sound, Sounding Space, 1888-1908"." American Literary History, (2007): 629-660.  


	10.
	"“The Metropolitan Life in Ruins: Architectural and Fictional Speculations in New York, 1909-1919"." American Quarterly, (2004): 308-347.  




Refereed Book Chapters
	1.
	"“The Empty Cities of Urban Apocalypse"" in Apocalypse in American Literature and Culture. Edited by John Hay. (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2020), 252-67.


	2.
	"“Time and Space"" in A Cultural History of Memory in the Nineteenth Century. Edited by Susan A. Crane. (London, Oxford, and New York: Bloomsbury, 2020), 39-54.


	3.
	"Untimely Objects: Temporal Studies and the New Materialism" in Thomas Allen (ed), Time and Literature. (Cambridge University Press, 2017), 120-33.  


	4.
	"“‘A Picture Painted in Fire’: Pain’s Re-enactments of the Last Days of Pompeii, 1879-1914"" in Victoria Coates and Jon Seydl (eds), Antiquity Recovered: The Legacy of Pompeii and Herculaneum. (Getty Publications, 2004), 189-206.  



Non-refereed articles
	1.
	Review of Joanna Merwood-Salisbury, Barbarian Architecture: Thorstein Veblen’s Chicago, Journal of the Society of Architectural Historians 85, no. 1 (2026): 146-47

	2.
	""For the Future Archaeologist: A British Influence on the American Development of the Time Capsule"." American in Britain [journal of the American Museum in Britain], 5 (Autumn 2020), 28-34 

	3.
	An elegant, bronze time capsule, rediscovered at the New-York Historical Society, awaits its opening. (New-York Historical Society website, 2014).  

	4.
	“South Side Story” [review of Robin F. Bachin, Building the South Side: Urban Space and Civic Culture in Chicago, 1890-1919], Reviews in American History (2005): 224-32.  

	5.
	“A mysterious time capsule: A UI historian uncovers strange and troubling history left sealed for distant millennia" (2200 words). (Iowa Alumni Magazine, 2019).  

	6.
	“Relapsing into Barbarism". (Iowa Alumni Magazine, 2007).  





